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MAIL STOP 16 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Applicants hereby respectfully request a refund in the amount of $86.00. This refund is to be 
credited to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. 

Applicants were charged $86.00 for an excess independent claim in the December 9, 2003, 
Amendment. However, prior to the December 9, 2003, Amendment, claims 1-22 were pending in the 
Application, of which claims 1 and 14 were independent. In the December 9, 2003, Amendment, new 
claim 23 was added as an independent claim, which gave a total of three independent claims. Therefore, 
no excess independent claim fee is due, and the USPTOs charge of $86.00 should be refunded. 

A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 
._ — -Respectfully submitted, — 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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In response to the Office Action dated June 6. 2003. please amend the above-identified 
application as follows on the accompanying pages. 
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